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executive summary 


Context and Research Design 


Urbanisms and the relationship of humans with the Earth and with each 
other is shaped by extractivism, consumerism, exclusion, and marginalisation 
enduring from intertwined global histories of colonialism and capitalism, in a 
context of climate crisis (Ferdinand, 2021; Long & Rice, 2021; Porter, 2023; 
Tsing, 2015). This study reflects on how ocupacóes help us reinterpret our 
relations with each other and the Earth by unpacking its practices of radical 
acts of repair, collective living and radical interdependence; and offers trans- 
local strategies to the planetary struggles. 


Ocupações are a modality of claiming rights and belonging by pressurising the 
state into fulfilling its role of housing all citizens; and to get a foot into the door 
to other rights and a better quality of life. It is shaped by political legacies of 
social function of property that are enshrined in the legal documents like the 
Brazilian Constitution and the City Statute, and the strong and vocal presence 
of radical housing movements (Rolnik, 2013; Paterniani, 2018; Wolford, 2003). 
The study employs a research framework that weaves together how the acts 
of radical interdependence and repair which are found in ocupacóes can be 
appreciated as "staying with the trouble" (Haraway, 2016) of the entangled 
social and ecological injustices we face, while contributing towards alternative 
possible worlds (Escobar, 2017; Corwin & Gidwani, 2021; Davis, 2022). The 
adjoining map illustrates the different sites and movements we engaged with. 


Analysis 


Movements cultivate belonging through multiple activities and organisational 
design of the ocupacóes through collectively living and struggling for rights. 
This happens in the initial establishment of ocupacóes and is sustained in 
everyday life later, through acts of mutirao like collective kitchen, cleaning, 
repair and refurbishment among others. Active participation and political 
engagement and contribution to the goals of the movements becomes a new 
form of currency with perks and mobility within the movement structures. 
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Belonging to an ocupacao is conditional on participation, which in turn is 
conditional to feeling belonging in a movement. 


Ocupacóes are not just shelter but a refuge from structures of exclusion and 
discrimination that the margins of the city are subject to. It fosters new and 
complex ways of belonging to the political (by pressurising the state to fulfil 
its responsibility and claim its rights), legal (legitimacy of housing) and socio- 
cultural (contribution to cultural production through art and collective life) 
fabric of the city. Ocupacóes toe the line of being covert and highly visible; 
and its leaders straddle the distinct roles of being activists spearheading 
resistances, liasoning with the state, and participating more directly as 
politicians themselves. Movements, ocupacóes and their initiatives like 
solidarity kitchens, community gardens, exhibition spaces also serve as spaces 
of cultural exchange for members of the movement and the larger city alike, 
garnering new solidarities. 


Design Strategies 
Strategies to take to other geographies: 


An exploration for potential legal frameworks of social function of land and 
property in other geographies would further the right to housing to a wider 
public interest. 


By making cultural production a focus, housing movements in other geographies 
could influence popular opinion, participate in cultural production in the city, 
amplify their voice, and enhance belonging to the greater city. 


The acts of reuse and repair have potential as a socio-ecological political 
practice, a vital part of ocupacóes, prompt and further the discourse around 
the importance of pedagogy around repair in schools of design and architecture 
which traditionally focus exclusively on new construction and the promising 
future of smart cities (Long & Rice, 2019; Bhan, 2019; Harper, 2020; Castán 
Broto & Robin, 2021). 


Strategies for movements in Sáo Paulo 


Pushing for collectively held property rights to sustain collective life in not 
just ocupações but also in legal facets of social housing, through collective 
ownership; collective leasehold; individual rentals under community land 
trusts or cooperatives. 


Inward facing knowledge transfer, within movements would tap into tacit 
knowledge of members and leadership to carry forward these learnings and 
prevent their loss. Outward facing knowledge production may be undertaken 
with research partners, partnerships with movements like MTST that have a 
research wing, and international housing movements. 


Expandingthe use of community kitchens would furtherengagethe surrounding 
community and connect to the greater network of the city. Expanding the 
garden space in Nove de Julho either in physical proximity or in other MSTC 
ocupacóes could further the legacy of ecological refuge in the city centre. 
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Figure 1. Occupations visited during the Overseas Practice Engagement 


Mutirão Belen MTST_solidarity kitchen 


ore 5 @ Mutirão Belen J 


` 


pee, MTST Leila Gonzales 


` 


MTST Leila Gonzales. 


4 : 
Residencial C&mbridgé MTST solidoNy kitchen | 
< : ! 
9 ای‎ > x ہر‎ eee 


$ 
E 


: Sao Francisco 
9deJuho : ` n 


3 9 de Julho Resigencial Cambridge 


gott m 


n 


poetics of reparative belonging 


introduction 


ways of belonging 


We live in a world where the 
relationship of humankind with 
the Earth is dominantly shaped 
by an extractivist, consumerist 
and human-centric logic which 
governs everyday interactions 
with the Earth, its resources and 
non-human life. The relationships 
of humankind with itself and its 
constituent members is marked 
with structures of exclusion, 
marginalisation and discrimination 
enduring from intertwined global 
histories of colonialism and 
capitalism (Ferdinand, 2021). 
These underpinning structures not 
only govern how urbanisms are 
created but are also themselves 
reproduced leading to continuation 
of extractive and unequal cities 
(Long & Rice, 2021; Porter, 
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Image 2: A mural depicting a jaguar and 
an indigenous women. Both urban art and 
indigenous heritage are key parts of the identity 
of paulistas. 


“We all have our 
necessities, we all have 
our wants and needs, but 
we have to think like a 
community, a collective. 
It goes beyond s social 
movement, we've to 
understand ourselves and 
others as people" 


-Leticia, manager of Sao Francisco 
ocupação, MSTC 


Image 3: Next to commercial high-rises and 
to a transport nexus stands 'Centro Cultural 
Ouvridor 63', one of the many occupations in 
São Paulo's centre houses. 


introduction 


2023). In facing the crossroads of 
compounding crises, Anna Tsing 
(2015) articulates the challenge 
felt on the global scale: “the world 
has become a terrifying place.... 
It’s not easy to know how to make 
a life, much less avert planetary 
destruction" (p. 282). How do we 
begin to fathom an alternative to 
these ways of being and belonging 
to the Earth and with each other? 
Even as we are entrenched in 
these structures, one possible 
starting point perhaps is to as 
Haraway (2016) puts it, stay with 
the trouble; and as Escobar (2017) 
elaborates to "transition from the 
hegemony of modernity's one- 
world ontology to a pluriverse" 
(p.4) of living and knowing, which 
"offers a different, and much- 
needed, way of re/conceiving life 
and the world" (p. 4). 


The political, legal and socio- 
cultural space of struggle for 
housing rights in Sao Paulo - where 
the margins attempt to claim 
their right to belong with dignity 
in the city and the society - is 
promising in what it has to offer to 
this discourse, and to the colossal 
question of finding alternatives to 
living in the face of looming crisis. 
The emergence of ocupações, 
or occupations, is a means of 
claiming housing rights for those 
without homes through organised 
grassroots activist movements like 
MSTC (Movimento Sem Teto do 


13 


poetics of reparative belonging 


Centro) and MTST (Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Sem-Teto). Through 
intense political mobilisation of 


those without dignified housing, 
unused and abandoned land 
and buildings throughout the 
city become occupied through 
insurgent means and brought 
back to a habitable state through 
profoundly radical acts of repair, 
care and mutual aid. 


Provoked by the ethos and 
practices of ocupação and housing 
movements in Sao Paulo, this 
study reflects on how ocupacóes 
help us reinterpret our relations 
with each other and the Earth. We 
unpack what it means for someone 
to belong in a housing movement, 
in the physical and organisational 
space of an ocupação, and through 
that in belonging to the larger 
city and the Earth. We deploy 
a conceptual framework that 
borrows from staying with the 
trouble (Haraway, 2016), pluriverse 
(Escobar, 2017) and theories 
on radical interdependence and 
repair. 


In that sense, this report is 
structured inthe following way: The 
first section, Research Framework, 


sets the context, introduces 
the research question and the 
conceptual framework, outlines 
methodology and discusses 
our research ethics. Section 2, 
Fieldwork Insight, presents the 
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analysis, starting with the ethos 
of the movement, and delving into 
how belonging is cultivated at the 
scale of the ocupação, across the 
timescales of the establishment of 
the ocupação and then sustaining 
it in during everyday life, and at 
the scale of the city. In the spirit 
of engaging with the global scale 
of these intertwined injustices, 
Section 3 uses this analyses to 
propose some translocal strategies 
that could be adopted in other 
contexts, as well as those that 
could be adopted from other 
contexts to Sao Paulo. Their intent 
is always furthering the quest for 
alternatives to ways of belonging 
to the Earth and each other. 
Finally, the report concludes with 
a chapter dedicated to questions 
that we leave for the movement, 
and possible strands of work that 
could be taken ahead by future 
BUDD cohorts with partners in 
Sao Paulo. 


"The multiplicit yu life forms found within 
spaces of the ex@active zone complicates the 
relation "LAN self and other, nature and 
culture, human and the nonhuman, and 
exist beyond the grasp of the monocultural 


and extractive divide”. 
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Image 4: Houses and symbolic shacks as seen in Lelia Gonzales occupation from above. 
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context 


locating ocupacoes in intertwined crises 


The planetis simultaneously tested 
to provide for human consumerism 
and waste practices beyond known 
limits (see Figure 2), while global 
trends expose ever-widening 
inequalities within countries of 
extreme wealth alongside extreme 
poverty (Chancel et al, 2022). 
Increasingly acknowledged in 
urban and environmental studies, 
the global scale of both social 
and ecological injustices reveal an 
intertwined relation, where "one 
cannot effectively preserve the 
environment without engaging 
with the long historical logics that 
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cause its destruction....One cannot 
think about the emancipation 
process without looking at how 
the uses of the environment in 
turn exacerbate the suffering of 
the dominated” (Ferdinand, 2021). 
This intertwining is not only in the 
results of ecological degradation 
being disproportionately borne by 
the marginalised (Birkmann et al, 
2022), but also in the root causes 
which are the fountainhead of the 
structural issues that generate both 
ecological degradation and social 
injustice. Brazil is an exemplary 
place to understand how the 


context 


Figure 2. The ecological footprint at a global scale, which measures the amount of land required to 


produce goods consumed and to handle generated waste. 


Footprint Accounts 2018 Edition, www.footprintnetwork.org 
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historical relationship between 
social inequality and ecologically 
destructive economies entangle 
(Alves et al, 2021; Pacheco, 
2008) as it holds a key piece in the 
Latin American "extractive zone" 
where both labour and nature 
are exploited through the logics 
of capitalism and accumulation 
(Gómez-Barris, 2017). Continuing 
an exploration of exploitation, 
bell hooks (1989) contends that 
"understanding marginality as 
position and place of resistance is 
crucial for oppressed, exploited, 
colonised people,’ (p.21) and 


Source: Global Footprint Network, National 


© FNSP - Sciences Po, Atelier de cartographie, 2018 


Number of Planet Earths required 
if everyone in the world lived like... 
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If the world population lived like Luxemburg, 
more than 5 planets would be needed. Only 
values higher than one planet Earth are shown. 


“that space of refusal, where one 
can say no to the coloniser, no 
to the oppressor, is located in 
the margins” (p. 21). Accordingly, 
this research complicates and 
expands what it means to sustain 
life at the margins—when dignified 
habitability is threatened, and the 
threat of extinction looms. 


Although overall levels of poverty 
rapidly reduced in Brazil during 
the 1990s (Morley, 2005), Brazil 
remains one of the most unequal 
countries in the world (ChancWel 
et al., 2022), and Sao Paulo is 
one of the most unequal cities 
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(UN-Habitat, 2012). As of 2019, 
according to UNDP's Human 
Development Report, the top 
10% holds more than half of the 
country’s wealth (UNDP, 2019). 
Histories and geographies of 
ecological destruction, extraction 
and capitalism have played an 
integral role in shaping the present- 
day geographies and social-scapes 
of exclusion in Brazil and Sao 
Paulo. 


Since colonization in the 16th 
century, Brazil has experienced 
several phases of ecological 
depletion to support its economic 
activities and ultimately wealth 
accumulation (Neto, 2018). With 
the injection of massive quantities 
of labour through African slaves, 
booming industries like sugar and 
coffee transformed the city of Sao 
Paulo into the country’s economic 
powerhouse that it is today (Baer, 
2022), which is consequent of 
deeply unequal, exclusionary 
and discriminatory mechanics of 
labour, and continue to perpetuate 
in the exclusionary urban fabric of 
Sao Paulo today. 


Discussing ocupacgoes as the 
battleground for claiming rights 
in the struggle of housing, begs to 
acknowledge the historical, legal 
and political backdrop that it is 
situated within, deeply impacting 
and shaping the urban struggle 
for housing to its current form. 
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Figure 3. The spatial distribution of social 
vulnerability in S&o Paulo city at the census 
tract level. The city center, focus of this 
research area, highlights stark contrast in 
levels of social vulnerability. Source: Goto, 
Suarez, & Ye, 2021 
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context 


After the Brazilian military regime 
ended in the 1985, the new 
constitution of 1988 introduced 
the concept of the social function 
of property and the city itself, 
and later the City Statute in 2001 
provided more instruments for 
local governments to "regularise 
informal settlements and to better 
balance individual and collective 
interests regarding urban land" 
(Rolnik, 2013, p. 56).In Sao Paulo, 
the redistributive opportunities 
from the Statute have instead been 
used to "promote real estate value 
appreciation, concentration of 
gains, and exclusionary practices" 
(Rolnik, 2013, p. 60). In the late 
1990s, housing movements in 
Sao Paulo gained momentum 
to create a web of urban-based 
organizations with unique goals, 
strategies, and affiliations in 
the greater struggle for housing 
(Paterniani, 2018), forming a piece 
within a larger history of radical 
movements throughout Brazil. As 
such, the movements for rural land 
reform such as MST (Movimento 
dos Trabalhadores Rurais Sem 
Terra) serve as a preamble for 
urban land and housing struggles 
like MTST (Wolford, 2003). 


Decades after the fist land 
struggles began, the urban variants 
of land-related movements crafted 
an alternative world through 
occupying abandoned buildings in 
centrally located areas. Since 1990, 
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History of Sáo Paulo's urban struggle 
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25 


1850 | Lei de Terras 

Land ownership 

statute, which limited 

squatter's rights, and 

favoured the 

concentration of land 
20 ownership. 


1964 | Militar Land 


Reform 

The military dictatorship 
intended to use land 
reform policy to develop 
a buffer of conservative 
small farmers between 
latifundia owners and 
the rural proletariat 


1950 


1960 | Ligas 
campoesas 
Various groups 
attempted land 
reform through the 
legal system, 
beginning with the 
peasant leagues in 
northeastern Brazil. 


1964 | Military 
persecution 

Social organizations of 
small farmers and 
agriculturalists are 
persecuted by the 
military government. 


1988 | New constitution 

A very progressive text, it requires that 
"property shall serve its social 
function," and that the government 
should "expropriate for the purpose of 
agrarian reform, rural property that is 
not performing its social function." 


1984 | MST is founded 
On the first Convention of 
Rural Workers in Parana 
the Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Sem Terra is 
founded with three 
purposes: fight for land, 
fight for a rural reform and 
fight for social change in 
Brasil. 


1985 | UDR foundation 
Foundation of the Uniao 
Democratica Ruralista (UDR), a 
right-wing association of 
farmers and activists who 
opposed to land reform 


1995 | Fernando Cardoso is 


Figure 4. Key historic moments in Sao Paulo's urban struggle. As background in light green, its 
urban population 1850, 1950-2024 (in millions), source Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics. 


2019 | Carmen Silva is prosecuted 
Members of the Silva family were accused of 
extorsion by the government and sentenced to 
preventive prison. More than 5000 high-level 
brasilian figures stood up asking for their release. 


2001 | MSTC is 

founded 

Carmen Silva founds 
the Movimento de 2012 | Hotel 
Sem-Teto do Centro, to Cambridge 
respond to housing FLM and 
inequalities, and the MTSC occupy 
increased privatisation the abandoned 
and subsequent building 
financialization of previously 
housing especially in known as 
the city centre. Hotel 


Cambridge. 


2000 


2001 | City Statute 
Provides instruments for 
local governments to 
actualise the new 
Constitution's intentions 
better balance individual 
and collective interests 


tenure 


2022 | Hotel Cambridge 
After 6 years of reforms, the 
building finally reopened to 
welcome back its now 
formalized tenants. 


2021 | Elections 

Ricardo Nunes becomes mayor of 
SP. His ties to Jair Bolsonaro reflect 
a disinvestment in social housing 


2014 | San Francisco 
The occupation begins 
in the formerly 
commercial building of 
the Companhia 
Metropolitana de 
Habitação de Sao Paulo 


2016 | Hotel | 2016 | Nove de 
Cambridge | Julho 


The occupation | The building is 
begins a process of | reoccuppied. The 
structural reform and | municipality ceded its 


formalization, use to MSTC for 


as it was selected as | thirty years, but still 
part of Minha Casa, | doesn't recognise it’s 


Minha Vida. tenure. 


elected president regarding urban land. 
He denounced MST's actions as aiming for 
a return to an archaic, agrarian past, and 2006 | Nove de 2021 | MTST Solidarity Kitchens 
therefore, in conflict with "modernity". Julho evicted emerged to address the hunger emergency 
On the basis of a brough by COVID-19 throughout the city. 
1997 | MTST is founded fire risk assesment, 
The Movimento dos(as) Trabalhadores(as) Sem-Teto is the occupants of 2009 | Minha Casa, Minha Vida 
founded as an urban branch of MST, with the purpose Nove de Julho are The biggest housing programme in Brazilian 


of grant the consitutional right to housing to everyone. 


evicted history, aimed to create a million houses is 


created by president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. 


context 


2024 
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around 120 vacant buildings have 
been occupied in Sao Paulo's city 
centre across different movements 
(see Figures 6 and 7). Although 
Sao Paulo's centre once housed 
both elite and lower-income 
groups, rapid population growth 
and car-based urban development 
in the 1950s "pushed investments 
towards non-central locations of 
the city..sparking a process of 
abandonment and deterioration 
that is partly still under way" 
(Frediani, 2019, p. 261). 


Image 5: A view of street art saying, "All that is immense inhabits me and welcomes me, | am a galaxy of 
possibilities. Have you realized that we are infinite?" 


context 


Figure 5. An actor map of the "ecosystems" in the fight for dignified housing in São Paulo 
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poetics of reparative belonging 


However, the centre remains 
attractive for the urban poor as 
opposed to the common peripheral 
spaces they are relegated to 
(Kohara, 2013). Since the centre N 
is well connected and contains f AN 
many services, living in the centre WY 
cultivates a notion of belonging 
to the greater city’s fabric, while ERE E 
ultimately drawing “attention ^ T Bi. 
to and question the logic of 7 a 
commodification of the city, and X <4 á 
affirm the right of the urban poor e 7 

to remain in well- located urban | py T 
areas” (Frediani et al., 2019, p. i 

261 citing José, 2010; Earle, 2012; 2 


Figure 6. This map displays the different purposes for occupations, serving either as a short 
or long-term. Source: Luiza Strauss. 


Tatagiba et al., 2012; De Carli et 
al., 2015). 


^ 0 
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-Carmen Silva, leader of MSTC, 
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protest at the stairs of the municipal theatre 
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poetics of reparative belonging 


Figure 7. This map displays the current status of occupations. Source: Luiza Strauss. 
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research design 


reimagining blueprints of inquiry 


The ocupações of Sao Paulo 
have emerged as a challenge 
to the "capitalistic status quo" 
(Arruda, 2017, p. 309) of urban 
development, redefining the "the 
relationships between property, 
citizenry, and cosmopolitan 
belonging”  (Drotbohm, 2021, 
p. 356). By contextualising the 
margins’ struggle for dignified 
housing within a wider planetary 
struggle, this research strives to do 
as Shannon Matern (2018) crisply 
articulates: “What we really need 
to study is how the world gets 
put back together. I’m not talking 
about the election of new officials 
or the release of new technologies, 
but rather the everyday work 
of maintenance, caretaking, and 
repair” (para. 2). 


Accordingly, this research seeks 
to examine and interrogate the 
practices of belonging to each 
other, urban space, and the Earth 
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within these sites of resistance, 
and ultimately how these practices 
may extend towards the wider 
survival of the planet. 


Figure 8. As belonging expresses in varied 
ways and spaces, our analysis explored the 
interaction between different nested levels 


Scales of analysis: 
translocal levels of belonging 


research design 


research question 


How do occupations help us reinterpret our relation 
with each other and the Earth? 


How do practices of belonging, care and repair 
develop in occupations? 


What translocal opportunities do occupations offer 
to broader urban struggles? 


Image 7: Nove de Julho's workshop, a common place available for all residents for tools, and to repair and 
build furniture and miscelaneus items. 
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conceptual framework 


belonging through radical interdependence and repair 


This research highlights the 
resilience of communities 
that persist amid conditions 
of displacement, erosion, and 
fragmentation, which is predicated 
on acts of maintenance and 
repair within existing, imperfect 
conditions. It calls for a deeper 
exploration ofthe political, cultural, 
and ecological dimensions of these 
spaces, and an acknowledgment 
of the intersectional realities that 
shape them. Importantly, despite 
being birthed in conditions of lack 
and being strongly dependent 
on solidarities to successfully 
challenge existing structures, 
it invites an engagement with 
diverse worldviews, which often 
offer alternative insights into living 
harmoniously with the Earth and 
each other. It is a call to see the 
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city’s fabric not just as a site of 
struggle but as a canvas for resilient 
inclusive urbanism that honours 
both its human inhabitants and the 
natural world they are a part of. To 
pursue such an imagination, the 
framework weaves together how 
the acts of radical interdependence 
and repair which are found in 
ocupações can be appreciated 
as "staying with the trouble" 
(Haraway, 2016) of the entangled 
social and ecological injustices we 
face, while contributing towards 
alternative possible worlds. 


research design 


Figure 9. A visual map of the interaction between the analysis' key concepts. 


A practices of 


belonging 
(CD humans | earth | space | C 0 
radical repair as 
interdependence city-making 


an alternative mode of 
cohabiting that is attentive 
and from the beginning, and which are forms of to the tenuousness and 
so all creation is collective, interdependence of bodies 
emergent, and relational and systems 


staying with the trouble 


embracing the challenges of building new 
relationalities with each other and Earth 


life is interrelation and 
interdependence always 


making possible a 
pluriverse 


diverse ways of knowing and living that craft new, nonexploitative 
forms of life which develop a deepter notion of relationality 
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Staying with the Trouble towards new relationalities 


Haraway (2016) frames the 
simultaneous social and ecological 
injustices asa time where "the Earth 
is full of refugees, human and not” 
(p. 100). Encouraging approaches 
that embrace the complexity and 
contradictions in facing such 
a challenge, staying with the 
trouble, she promotes practices 
that recognize that "Earthlings are 
kin in the deepest sense, and it is 
past time to practice better care of 
kinds-as-assemblages (not species 
one at a time)" (p. 103). 


Rather than relying on technofixes 
or giving up entirely, Haraway 
contends that staying with the 
trouble offers an alternative path, 
a reorientation towards "making 
(odd)kin" both between the human 
and more-than-human, crafting 
new relationalities (p. 102). This 
framing resonates deeply with 
the political act of ocupações in 
Sao Paulo, where there is a daily 
experimentation in new ways of 
living and relating to each other 
(Arruda, 2017). 


Ocupações in Sao Paulo emerge 
as “ongoing assemblage of many 
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different practices that change 
according to the people involved” 
(Arruda, p. 315). Ocupacóes bring 
together arrays of individuals with 
different lived experiences and 
identities to "advance alternative 
forms of production of urban 
space" (Frediani et al., 2019, p. 
266). Additionally, the collective 
acts of incrementally building 
one's own home infrastructures 
have "created a specifically urban 
status of belonging, an agenda of 
claims legitimated on the basis of 
their sense of city-making" within 
Sao Paulo (Holston, 2016, p. 264). 


research design 


"Staying with the trouble requires making oddkin; that is, 
we require each other in unexpected collaborations and 
combinations, in hot compost piles" 


-Donna Haraway, 2016, p. 16 


Image 8: Donna Haraway uses compost as a metaphor for the new types of relationalities to be built: 


poetics of reparative belonging 


Radical interdependence and mutirão 


As found in many ontologies of the 
indigenous Americas and beyond, 
Arturo Escobar (2017) encourages 
practices that "develop a deeper 
notion of relationality" (p. 101) 
with each other and the Earth 
to achieve ecological and social 
justice. Practices of radical 
interdependence deeply recognize 
that "all creation is collective, 
emergent, and relational" (p. xvi) 
rather than independent and 
isolated. 


Serving a significant role in Sao 
Paulo's housing movements, 
practices of mutirao, or mutual aid, 
have developed as examples of this 
radical interdependence, becoming 
a fundamental component to 
creating notions of belonging and 
mutual survival (Stevens, 2019). 
The term mutirao originates from 
an indigenous Tupi-Guarani term 
to refer to collective mutual aid 
practices. 


From grassroots collectivecleaning, 
working and building, the term 
gained further usage in the 1980s 
in reference to collective self- 
construction projects that were 
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supported by local municipalities 
like in São Paulo (Earle, 2017). 
Given that the meaning of mutirao 
applies to a spectrum of practices, 
this research strives to deepen its 
understanding as an act of radical 
interdependence and extend its 
signifıcance as committing to the 
trouble of facing both social and 
ecological injustices. 


Image 9: Wall art in the staircase of Ocupação 
Nove de Julho transforms the classic 
Renaissance painting of Mona Lisa with an 
Indigenous interpretation. 


research design 


Image 10: As defined by Jeroen Stevens (2019) Mutirão, or ‘mutual aid' is "the principal modus 
operandi through which urban move ments go about the transformation of abandoned 
spaces into occupied—and eventual ly inhabitable—dwelling environments. (..) Although 
such communal practices of space-making may sound like a romantic endeavor, the on-the- 
ground drudgery involved is anything but amorous, often necessitating years of continuous 
improvement work without any guarantee of tenure-security whatsoever. (...) Nonetheless, 
practices of mutual aid, which for a long time have provided a principal mode of peripheral 
city-making, are here trans posed to the downtown urban core, testing alternative models 
of collaborative urban re form and refurbishment". In the photo, a group of volunteers 
participate in the mutual aid programme of Nove de Julho's sunday lunch. 
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Repair as alternative 
world-making 


In imagining these new 
relationalities and alternatives, 
scholars have emphasized the 
“radical potential of maintenance 
and repair in revaluing and holding 
together our waste-ridden world” 
(Corwin & Gidwani, 2021, p.4). 
The everyday work of repair 
offers an alternative from the 
capitalistic logic of exploitation 
and accumulation, and instead 
can “reveal the interdependence 
of humans on each other and with 
non-humans” (Corwin & Gidwani, 
2021, p. 3). 


Following Davis (2022), repair is 
an entangling of relationalities 
and continuity across time: 
“care, in turn, is reflected in 
strategies of maintenance, repair, 
incrementalism, and subtle 
adjustment aimed at enhancing and 
thickening attachments” (p. 164). 
As these relationalities thicken, 
ocupacóes become an example of 
sites of repair of abandoned spaces, 
where the residents are actively 
reconstructing an alternative 


future (Paterniani, 2018). 
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Image 11: Life grows from a reused 
construction helmet. 
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research design 


Pluriverse 


Leveraging from the Zapatista 
concept of the pluriverse (as cited 
in Escobar, 2017), ‘a world where 
many worlds fit, Escobar urges 
for a “creative experimentation 
with forms, concepts, territories, 
and materials (...) by subaltern 
communities struggling to redefine 
their life projects in a mutually 
enhancing manner with the Earth” 
(p. xvii). The author advocates for 
the recognition and nurturing of 
diverse ways of knowing and living 
to craft “new, nonexploitative 
forms of life, out of the dreams, 
desires, and struggles of so many 
groups and peoples worldwide” (p. 
7). Through thinking in a pluriversal 
mindset, alternative paths may 
realize outside of the dominant 
exploitative narrative. 
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ositionali " 


l identify as an Indian heteronormative woman. Fighting against social injustices somehow grew to 
take a permanent space in my heart and my identity. | grew up fairly privileged born into an 
upwardly mobile middle-class household whose caste and religious identity isn't marginalised. 
h 2 f ? M one However, making my way into the unequal and discriminatory city of Delhi as a small-town young 
S | 1 | n 9 9 rou n S a n | e n 1 | 1 je S woman with few security systems initiated me to experience structures of exclusion firsthand, which 
| became intimately familiar as | worked to shape myself into an urban researcher working on social 
and spatial injustices. 


HONGYU: 


As an urban designer born and raised in China, my 
life has always been peaceful and worry-free. I 
have to admit the lack of awareness about housing 
issues like ocupação and displacement. At the 
beginning of the OPE, | spent almost all the time 
understanding the existence of ocupacáo but 
failed. This was a difficult situation beyond my past 
common sense. Then, | am constantly trying to 
incorporate what | saw in Sao Paulo into my values 
and expertise: that as designers, we can not only 
design beautiful new buildings, but also repair the 
old ones to provide shelters for all. 


DIANA: 


As a mixed heritage woman born in the United States, I 
acknowledge that my life trajectory has been privileged since 
my geographical context, politics, and language take a 
dominant space in the world, because of my country's histories 
of imperialism, colonialism, and violence. While my indigenous 
Peruvian and American heritages give me insights into various 
ways of living and knowing, I commit to striving to understand 
and amplify the spectrum of other lived experiences. 


SOO 
Gy) 
Prioritise Contribute to existing 


collaborators needs work 
We acknowledge that there is a history 
that long proceeds our involvement and 
will continue after we leave. To 
contribute to these struggles, we will 
build upon existing strengths and 
opportunities. 


© 
ا‎ 5 
Practice 
cultural humility 


0 


We will allocate value to ‘strategies’ 
based on what our collaborators deem 
valuable. They could be physical, spatial, 
and/or relational, and could take a 
RICARDO: variety of forms. 
I recognise the privileges from which | 
speak, even if | didn't opt to have 
them. As a male, white and educated 
researcher, my life has been freed 
from many issues a huge majority of 
humanity has to live. However, | also 
come from a margin: a country 
scarred due to violence and which 
puts on my shoulders an image of 
narcos and drugs, while | speak in 
foreign language, trying to process 
feelings and ideas into a vocabulary 
that is not mine. 


SAIXI: 


| am a woman who has lived in a big city in 
China since | was born. Compared with people 
living in suburbs and rural areas, | have 
abundant material conditions and enjoy many 
conveniences and privileges in life. Since China 
is not a country of immigrants, my living 
environment is ethnically homogeneous, and I 
rarely can personally encounter other lifestyles 
and knowledge in my daily life. 


Consider ecological 
impact 
We will be curious about and respect 
different local cultural practices, social 
structures, knowledge, and heritage. 
We will incorporate these into 
strategies and design proposals. 


We will consider environmental 
impact, thus looking for ways to 
minimise ecological damage and 

maximise sustainability. 


Credit ideas 


We will credit and treat participants of the 
research as 'participants' and not 
'respondents' to adhere to our ethos of 
participation. 


KATIE: 


l am a white, middle-class, dual national British- American 
queer cis-woman. l've grown up with material comfort, 
access to healthcare and education, opportunities to travel 
and the sense that my voice mattered. l've also experienced 
sexual violence and financial precarity. My Quaker belief in 
the ultimate goodness of people and the necessity of 
community has been affirmed in times of hardship, where 
friends and strangers alike have supported me. 
Simultaneously, l've found strength and love in communities 
of solidarity (including environmental protest sites, 
community kitchens, a rape crisis centre). 


SI CHEN: 


As a Chinese , | have lived in a prosperous and harmonious country since 
childhood, always having access to quality education and modern 
infrastructure. However, this also means that | have been somewhat insulated 
from the struggles and different ways of life that many people face. Through 
the OPE project, | truly realized these differences, a completely unknown field 
to me. This experience was deeply impactful, broadening my perspective and 
inspiring me to integrate a wider range of human experiences and challenges 
into my professional work, aiming to create inclusive built environments and 
urban spaces for all. 
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methodology 


tools to co-create knowledge 


Mindful of the messy, iterative 
and dynamic nature of field work, 
as well as the short time frame of 
the engagement, we went to Sao 
Paulo expecting improvisation, 
recalibration and (transformation 
of research strategies and the 
research question. We developed 
a series of interview guides for 
semi-structured conversations 
with key stakeholders in the 
movements, as well as with a few 
survey instruments and workshop 
ideas as a Starting point for these 
recalibrations. We hoped to 
participate in activities to more 
closely experience and participate 
in acts of mutirao, which was 
initially central to our research 
question. Our research question 
later evolved based on field work. 
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“Dont bring your 

old clothes and old 
books. Come with your 
knowledge, be with us, 
change with us." 


- Marscia (MSTC lideranca) 


methodology 


Figure 10. Visual display of methods used both pre- and during fieldwork. 
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In Sao Paulo, our methodology was 
driven by how the partners chose 
to direct the interactions. This took 
the form of meeting multiple key 
individuals from the movement in 
a speaker-group listening format 
with the entire BUDD cohort, 
followed by individual student 
researchers asking questions in 
response to the speakers. With the 
multiple speakers across multiple 
sites, we tried to incorporate as 
many questions as possible from 
the different interview guides 
that we had developed, as well as 
many new impromptu questions in 


over 
breakfast 


meals etc. 


Perspectives 
of the other 
participants 
and visitors 
to the 
occupation 


response to the information shared 
by the speakers. We also had a few 
unstructured conversations with 
residents or key individuals as part 
of spending time together, sharing 
meals etc. between the interstitial 
spaces and times of the other 
more curated conversations in a 
speaker-group listening format. 
Additionally, by participating in the 
Sunday lunch hosted by Cozinha 
Nove de Julho, we tried to gather 
some perspectives of the other 
participants and visitors to the 
ocupação, and also administered 
a survey instrument to visitors, 
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which was originally planned for 
residents, posing also the question 
‘ What does the ocupação mean 
to you?’; and Where do you see 
mutirão? Figure 11 illustrates 
the different sites we visited and 
engaged with in Sao Paulo. 


The mode of documenting and 
synthesising these interactions 
varied across different members 
of the group - including field 
notes, photography, videography, 
mapping, sketches. Considering 
the intensity and amount of 


information and provocations from 
the field engagement, we tried to 
debrief regularly, at the beginning 
of each day over breakfast. The 
group later exchanged notes 
and collectively synthesised and 
reworked the research question 
and analysed the experience in 
London. 


Figure 11. General view of visited occupations, zooming of those in the city centre. 
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Image 13: Nidhi taking field notes during the talk 
with Dofia Irene in Nove de Julho garden. 


methodology 


Image 12: Members of the group during one of 
the guided citywalks around the city centre 


Image 14: Team members during one of many 
work meetings once back in London. 
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it's not just about housing 
the ethos of housing movements through a lens of belonging 


Continually reiterated by 
movement leaders and 
coordinators, the fight for housing 
is not simply about shelter, but as 
a door to access other rights that 
those in the margins are excluded 
from. Having an address opens 
doors to previously inaccessible 
opportunities facets of an urban 
life like more stable employment, 
healthcare services, and a higher 
quality of life (MSTC, 2019). 


This rhetoric expresses a notion 
that by opening access to rights 
and services, housing ultimately 
fosters more meaningful belonging 
to the greater city. The movements 
simultaneously acknowledge 
that they cannot expect that 
housing itself will keep individuals 
motivated to continue long-term 
participation in the movement and 
underscore the need for individuals 
to feel a sense of belonging to 
the movement itself. One of the 
MSTC leaders Preta Ferreria 
acknowledges this reality: “people 
need to feel like they belong to the 
movement in order to participate” 
(April 24, 2024). 
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Image 16: A lunch volunteer's shirt with "Who occupies takes care", one of MSTC's motto. 


fieldwork insights 


“A roof is the door to other rights (...) For me, home 
means everything because if you have a roof you can 
get everything else.” 


-Preta Ferreira, MTSC leader 


Towards this, the movements 
gain strength by articulating 
and reinforcing radical 
interdependence (Escobar 2019) 
and a sense of belonging between 
its members. It is reflected in the 
various activities undertaken bythe 
movement and the organisational 
design of ocupacoes themselves 
(see next section). This belonging 
to each other, to the movements, 
and to the city is forged forcefully 
through collective living and 
struggling together in these 
spaces, expressed succinctly in the 
chant “quem nào luta tá morto!" 
[Whoever doesn't fight is dead!]. 


Fighting is then effectively 
interpreted as active participation 
in meetings, attending protests, 
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and adhering to the movement's 
rules. By showing a commitment 
to the fight and struggle, members 
move towards realizing their 
individual aspirations of obtaining 
a dwelling in an ocupação, and 
subsequently aiming to assimilate 
more meaningfully in the city 
and society. Therefore, radical 
interdependence emerges 
between the movement and the 
members it is made of. This act 
centers political activation and 
participation as a new form of 
currency. As a coordinator of 
MSTC explains, 


Provocations around the ultimate 
goal for the movement reveal a 
repeated articulation of eventual 
home ownership for its members, 
a success story for which is the 
development of Residencial 
Cambridge (see next sections). 
This idea of individual home 
ownership sits inconsistently in 
the ethos of collectivist housing 
and entangled homes and lives, 
complicating the motivations 
and understanding behind acts 
of interdependence and mutirao. 
This potential contradiction opens 
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further questions. Could this 
goal to achieve individual private 
property rights for some individuals 
undermine the powerful belonging 
and collectivity in the long term? 


“You can't just dwell here. 
You have to participate 
and engage” 


-Rafael Ferro, MSTC coordinator 


fieldwork insights 


Image 17: "Quem nào luta td! morto", one of MTSC's mottos. In English it translates to "Whoever doesn't 
fight is dead." 
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staying with the trouble 


cultivating and sustaining belonging 


As discussed above, belonging is 
strategically and systematically 
cultivated through specific acts 
even through the inception 
and settling of ocupações. A 
strong sense of belonging to the 
movement and the ocupações 
is cultivated in the initial stages 
of joining movements as well as 
establishing an ocupacáo through 
multiple practices. For instance, 
both Nove de Julho of MSTC and 
Lélia Gonzalez of MTST set up the 
kitchen first, which drives home 
the point of collectively cooking 
and living. Similarly, allocations in 
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MSTC, Lélia Gonzalez and Mutirão 
Belémof MTSTareundertaken with 
a practice of care and collectivity, 
and balancing collective living 
and thinking, valuing care and 
contribution to the movement, 
considering different needs and 
abilities. Even in the foundational 
actions of making an ocupacao, 
contribution of time and labour 
is cultivated into a necessary act, 
almost a currency in the movement 
as we mentioned previously in the 
report. This is also observed in how 
people are placed on the waiting 
list for housing, how people are 
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Figure 12. The first five days of an ocupagao, as related by Carmen Silva about Nove de Julho. 
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allocated units, and how people 
can take up the kind of work they 
are able to do to contribute to 
collective living. Comparably, at 
the in-progress construction of 
Mutirao Belém, similar practices of 
points systems track participation 
as “currency” to receive priority 
choice for apartment allocation. 
Mutirao Belem has an interesting 
approach to prevent replication 
of inequality across diversities of 
being able-bodied or burdens of 
care-giving. Those who are unable 
to participate in Saturday Mutirao 
construction activities may be able 
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to either be represented by other 
friends and families and continue 
to accrue points. This reflects care 
and solidarity inculcated alongside 
what might beaslightly competitive 
take of points as currency. 


Figure 12 illustrates in detail the 
different steps in the setting up of 
Nove de Julho. We briefly unpack 
here the initial act of establishing 
an ocupacao. In a window of 
five days the foundation of an 
ocupação is laid - in terms of laying 
claims to an abandoned building, 
gauging whether these claims will 
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Image 18: The unfolding relationalities of repair that happen in the first days of occupations 
echo Haraway's sentiment, where "staying with the trouble requires making oddkin," (2016, 
p. 4) meaning creating healthy relations not just in expected ways but across identities 

of gender, sexualities, ages, race, even plants, and more. In the photo we see one of the 
women volunteers that help on the occupations sunday lunch 


be challenged by the state and to 
what extent, and finally relaxing 
to be able to start organising the 
ocupacao into everyday life. To 
live in endurance of extremely 
uncertain and difficult living 
conditions by banking on trust 
on leaderships signals the level of 
both political activation and sense 
of belonging to the movement. 
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After an ocupação has established 
its presence, further activities of 
repair and mutirão evolve between 
residents and their surrounding 
environment. Through acts of 
deep repair and refurbishment, 
each floor of the 85-year-old 
building was made liveable again 
by 2018, just two years after the 
initial ocupação began (Stevens, 
2019). Through a self-defined 
actions of "repair" and "recycling" 
(Stevens, 2019, p. 145), individual 
dwellings ^ were constructed, 


Figure 13. This act of creating a first soil is a powerful one, which underscores the labour that went into the 
act, as well as the deeply ecologically political element. They continue to fertilize the community garden 
through a compost pile from organic waste collected from Cozinha Nove de Julho. 
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Figure 14. An understanding of the indoor common space at Ocupação Nove de Julho. With the poignant 
slogan "quem ocupa cuida" [who occupies cares] painted on multiple places of Nove de Julho, the ocupação 
evokes a sentiment of care that develops oddkin, tangled relationships with each other and the Earth. 
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Figure 15. An understanding of the outdoor common space at Ocupação Nove de Julho. From joining the 
movement, to initiating an ocupação, to living in the ocupação itself, the ocupação embodies what Escobar 
(2017) articulates as "life is interrelation and interdependence through and through, always and from the 
beginning" (p. 101) 
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while greening activities recycled 
planters that lived previous lives as 
truck tires, construction helmets, 
and toilets. When interest grew 
to begin a community garden, 
resident Ivanildo explains that 
they soon realized the previous 
soil was too toxic to grow food, 
so they gathered food waste from 
different food markets around 
the city, ultimately creating the 
first soil and repairing the Earth 
in return. This act of creating a 
first soil is a powerful one, which 
underscores the labour that went 
into the act, as well as the deeply 
ecologically political element. 


In this we observe a cycle of 
interdependence, where the 
garden contributes food for the 
public Sunday barbecue and 
200 other unhoused individuals 
throughout São Paulo and the 
garden continues to be maintained 
asarefugeforresidentsto convene, 
to re-connect to the Earth, and to 
nourish their community. 


At the ocupações of Nove 
de Julho, shared spaces are 
integral to everyday life: such 
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as a collective kitchen, dining 
room and bathrooms; repair and 
building activities in the textile 
room and carpentry workshop; 
and learning and gathering in a 
library and large meeting room. 
Additionally, each residential floor 
assigns a coordinator to organise 
collective activities like cleaning 
and prepping for safety inspections 
and a mediator to address any 
disputes that inevitably arise. The 
ocupação of Lélia Gonzalez is 
organized around mostly shared 
spaces of collective living. These 
practices can be interpreted as 
"staying with the trouble" to craft 
alternative ways of creating and 
living where "we require each other 
in unexpected collaborations and 
combinations" (Haraway, 2016, p. 
4). With the poignant slogan “quem 
ocupa cuida" [who occupies cares] 
painted on multiple places of Nove 
de Julho, the ocupação evokes a 
sentiment of care that develops 
oddkin, tangled relationships 
with each other and the Earth. 
From joining the movement, to 
initiating an ocupação, to living in 
the ocupação itself, the ocupação 
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Image 19: The occupation  fertilizes the 
community garden through a compost pile from 
organic waste collected from Cozinha Nove de 
Julho. Repairing the relationship with the soil and 
Earth initiates a cycle of interdependence, 


"The first few days of the 
ocupação are very very 
rough, if the families had a 
second option for housing 
they would not have chosen 
this (to occupy). But there 
is a trust in leadership that 
they have done this in the 
past^ 


- Maria, MSTC coordinator 
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embodies what Escobar (2017) 
articulates as "life is interrelation 
and  interdependence through 
and through, always and from 
the beginning” (p. 101) Seen 
through this incremental repair, 
commitment to care, and radical 
interdependence, Corwin and 
Gidwani (2021) remind us that “this 
level of attention to and care for 
things, people and relationships is 
hard work, and this reality compels 
us to recognise the abundance of 
labour involved in working against 
waste and breakdown” (p. 14). In 
Nove de Julho, resident Carlos 
Maga shared that he was allocated 
an apartment in exchange for 
repairing and maintaining the roof 
leaks on the adjacent terrace, 
which elicits another layer, one of 
currency. 


Just as the ecological crisis has 
made a world of refugees, human 
and not (Haraway, 2016), MSTC 
leader Carmen Silva reiterates 
the reality that "we are all 
refugees” who “all suffer in this 
abandonment” (April 26, 2024). 
Housing movements like MSTC 
and MTST have attempted to carve 
out refuge from crisis, violence, and 
exclusion. As individuals from the 
margins, residents of ocupacóes 
may be fleeing domestic violence 
and transphobia, migrants and 
refugeesfromfaraway. Abandoned 
by systems, these individuals 
craft a new future collectively, 
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Figure 16. An understanding of the common space at Ocupação Lélia Gonzalez. 
Ocupacáo Leila Gonzales - MTST 
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Figure 17. Illustrating the various spaces of repair throughout Ocupação Nove de Julho. 
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weaving a new sense of belonging 
despite the exclusion they face. 
However, MSTC coordinator 
Catarina acknowledges that not all 
residents of their ocupacóes will 
continue to live there, some end 
up leaving or being asked to leave 
if their values and commitment 
to the movement are not aligned 
(April 24, 2024). Maria, a resident 
of Nove de Julho, reiterates that" 
(April, 25, 2024). Given that an 
ocupacao is framed as an act to 
ultimately transition towards state- 
provided social housing, there 
are questions at how sustaining 
a sense of belonging continues 
after transitioning from ocupacóes 
to social housing, which we will 
explore in more detail below. 


Although the act of ocupação 
makes liveable once-abandoned 
buildings due to a limitation 
of choice, these acts can be 
interpreted and be learned from 
beyond the fight for dignified 
housing. While scholars have 
grown weary of the extractive and 
destructive practices of typical 
sustainable development that in 
effect exacerbate crisis (Long & 
Rice, 2021), the acts of repair within 
the ocupacóes of central Sao Paulo 
complicate the narrative employed 
in technocratic approaches to 
sustainability discourse. 
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“all [individuals] are 
welcome, but not all can 
exist [collectively]|." 


- Maria, Nove de Julho resident 


Image 20: As with the mango tree shown in 
the photo, occupations are spots of life and 
growth in a barren context. Gómez-Barris 
(2017) lends a framing for such cases as a 
"cataloguing life otherwise, or the emergent 
and heterogeneous forms of living that are 
not about destruction or mere survival within 
the extractive zone, but about the creation of 
emergent alternatives" (p. 4). 
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scaling belonging to the city 


legitimisation, criminalisation and commodification of housing 


We now look at how housing 
movements and ocupacóes belong 
in larger scales and structures. We 
analyse this belonging through 
three facets - political, legal, and 
socio-cultural belonging to the 
city, and greater Brazilian society. 
For housing movements, the act 
of occupying buildings or spaces is 
a politically insurgent act, to draw 
attention to the state and pressure 
it to fulfil its responsibility to 
provide dignified housing for all its 
citizens. 


This act of insurgence toes the 
line of being covert as well as 
highly visible - and is emblematic 
of its relation to legal and political 
belonging. This covertness is in 
the way the ocupação is organised 
as a fiesta, but in abject and strict 


secrecy from the state with details 
of the location concealed even 
from members till they are at the 
site of the building being occupied 
to prevent potential information 
leaks. At the same time, the act 
of hoisting the movement flag as 
one of the foundational first acts 
in the process of ocupação, is one 
that is highly performative. This 
is akin to an announcement and 
challenging the state, compared to 
slow and incremental ocupação of 
plots in favelas or slums as a mode 
of production of the city. 


Similarly, in Lélia Gonzalez, the act 
of creating unlived shacks to mark 
each member that does not live on 
the site is a way of making their 
existence visible not only to make 
a political statement, but also for 
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Image 21: Dofia Irene, the gardenkeeper of Nove de Julho. She shares produce from the garden with Figure 18. Spatial comparison between Ocupação Nove de Julho and Residencial Cambridge, a former 


neighbors of the ocupação. 


ba 
A 


Se 


eventual legal recognition. 


The leaders themselves straddle 
the distinct roles of being activists 
who spearhead resistances, as 
well as liasoning with the state 
and participating more directly 
by running to be politicians, such 
as current mayoral candidate 
Guilherme Boulos. This again is 
a cross between owning one's 
political and legal space in the 
margins, while claiming new spaces 
in the centre. 


By understanding the relative 
location of different spaces of the 
housing movement we unpack 
its significance to socio-culturally 
belonging to the city through 
themes of marginalisation, 
contribution to the city, and the 
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role of popular opinion in affording 
legitimacy to housing movements. 


Nove de Julho, located in the 
centre of the city, serves as a space 
of cultural exchange for members 
of the movement, as well as to 
garner solidarities from the larger 
city through its exhibition spaces, 
Sunday lunches and community 
garden. Visitors to the ocupacao 
can browse the art shop and 
purchase work from local art 
activists and MSTC, extending a 
connection to the greater city by 
spreading the art and messages 
from the ocupação. Nove de 
Julho has a special function for 
other ocupacóes of MSTC as 
well. MTST Solidarity kitchen and 
Cozinha Nove de Julho are both 
located in city centre, and their 


ocupação that is now formal social housing. 
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provision of free meals to other 
hungry individuals outside of the 
ocupação contributes to shaping 
popular opinion as favourable to 
the movement. 


There is also something to be said 
about relations of ocupacóes with 
their immediate neighbours who 
may or may not be sympathetic 
to the movement. Produce grown 
in the garden is shared with 
immediate neighbours can be 
interpreted as an act of trying to 
drive cohesion with the greater 
city The garden space of Nove 
de Julho is considered of value 
to its neighbours, to the extent 
of increasing their real estate 
value - flats nearby are sold by 
advertising that they overlook 
a garden, a rarity and welcome 
aspect in the city centre. Similarly, 
while Sào Francisco is considered 
by its neighbours an improvement 
"Earlier there were tensions and 
criticism, now okay [because the 
ocupação] brought some economy 
(into the neighbourhood) as they 
buy things from around here. In any 
case, the occupation's presence is 
an improvement because earlier it 
(the building) was empty and used 
by drug addicts." (Leticia, manager 
of Sao Francisco ocupação, MSTC, 
Apr26,2024). 


It is noteworthy that while the 
state legitimises certain spaces 
like the garden space in Nove de 
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Image 22: Marscia, MSTC designated social 
worker for Ocupação Nove de Julho 


“It is not just moving into 
a new place, it is the fulfil- 
ment of a dream. It is not 
to be done lightly.” 


-Marscia, MSTC social worker 
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Image 23: Residential, commercial and office 
buildings inadvertedly mix with occupations in 
the core of Sdo Paulo. 
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Julho, the struggle of transcending 
margins of state structures and 
legitimacy continues when it 
comes to housing and inclusion 
into legitimacy. Residencial 
Cambridge stands as a case for the 
final step in the fight for housing - 
legitimisation and life with dignity. 
The transition is not easy - not just 
in terms of the struggle itself, but 
also in the drastic change in the 
quality of citizenship and belonging 
that residents of an ocupacao 
transition into being residents of 
social housing. The movement aids 
this transition through counselling 
and social workers. 


It is important to acknowledge the 
differences between the spatial 
characteristics of an ocupação 
with those of a 0 
social housing structure like 
Residencial Cambridge to 
highlight the different stages of 
political activation that they are 
in. The identity and purpose of 
Residencial Cambridge is different 
from that of Nove de Julho, given 
their respective positions in the 
struggle for housing. Residencial 
Cambridge, as the change in the 
name from Hotel Cambridge 
connotates, primarily serves as 
housing with dignity, while Nove 
de Julho serves as a cultural 
beacon of political mobilisation 
of residents and visitors alike. It is 
crucial to reiterate that repairing 
and breathing life back into an 
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Figure 19. The path of Hotel Cambridge transitioning from an ocupação to formal social housing, and 
effectively recognized citizens . 
abandoned space with limited 


resources and lack of state support 
comes at an extreme cost of trade- 
offs being made by residents - in 
terms of the time, labour and risks 
(Corwin & Gidwani, 2021). These 
things are rectified in the final cycle 
of ownership and living with dignity 
as seen in the case of Residencial 
Cambridge. Residencial Cambridge 
may also reflect how residents 
of ocupações and members 
of the movement conceive of 
assimilation into the greater city. 
Where and how these aspirations 
of living with dignity are located 
is reflected in the organisational 
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Image 24: The structural safety, staircase 
and lack of elevator in Nove de Julho have 
a constant and considerable impact on 
everyday life. 
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ommerce, art and protest. 


J m m, 
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what do we mean with 


translocal? 


Jennifer Robinson reminds that 
comparative practices "open the 
possibility for urban scholars 
embedded in different contexts 
to start analyses where they are 
and build wider insights across a 
diversity of urban experiences and 
urban territories" (Robinson, 2022, 
p. 1521). Accordingly, the design 
strategies are framed as strategies 
that can be learned from Sao 
Paulo and other cases that could 
be reinterpreted for Sao Paulo. 
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“The ongoing work 
ofremaking of urban theory 
must occur across cases, 
which means confronting 
and problematizing 
substantive connectivity, 
recurrent processes and 
relational power relations, 
in addition to documenting 
difference, in a ‘contrastive’ 
manner, between cities” 


- Jamie Peck, 2015” 
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Image 26: | UCL's Overseas Practice Engagement programmes are on themselves an example of 
translocality, as students transfer their knowledge into a site, but also insert themselves into a context that 
has a lot to teach. 
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Repairing in the margins 


We imagine this thematic holding 
two distinct but inter-related 
forms, agents and targets of the 
act of repair. The first aims to repair 
the nature of belonging with each 
other - where the repair acts on 
socio-cultural and legal structures 
to bolster and amplify agency 
of those in the margins, paving 
way for claiming their rights. The 
second aims to repair the nature 
of belonging to the Earth - where 
repair is more physical and radical. 


The legal framework in Sao Paulo 
that underlines the necessity of 
publicly owned buildings to have a 
social function is a critical piece on 
which the entire ocupação modality 
rests in terms. A corresponding 
exploration for potential legal 
frameworks in other contexts 
connects the right to housing to a 
wider public interest. 
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Culture production is a pillar of 
the MSTC movement, to underline 
belonging of existing members, as 
well as garner new solidarities and 
amplify their political standing. 
At Nove de Julho, we saw MSTC 
partnering with artists for creating 
art and merchandise to extend the 
message and knowledge of housing 
movement to the greater public. 
In this way, art can be a medium 
by other housing movements 
to influence popular opinion, 
participate in cultural production 
in the city, amplify their voice and 
message, and enhance cohesion 
and belonging to the greater city. 
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Lastly, the acts of reuse and repair 
are a socio-ecological political 
practice and are a vital part of 
ocupacóes. We recognize that this 
act of repair and refurbishment of 
abandonedbuildingsisnotprimarily 
environmentally motivated and is 
rather due to legal and financial 
limitations. However, the result of 
this act offers alternatives to urban 
development which traditionally 
emphasizes the creation of new 
buildings, and instead towards that 
of the reimagination of abandoned 
or old spaces. It helps to challenge 
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urban development narratives 
that advertise themselves as 
sustainable but are deeply focused 
on demolition and technocratic 
development. This could prompt 
and further the discourse around 
the importance of pedagogy 
around repair in schools of 
design and architecture which 
traditionally focus exclusively 
on new construction and the 
promising future of smart cities 
(Long & Rice, 2019; Bhan, 2019; 
Harper, 2020; Castan Broto & 
Robin, 2021). 
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Image 27: Ocupações offer an alternative form of city-making, one showing the potential of a path 
of repair. By framing this work in its socio-ecological political position, it deepens its contributions to city- 
making and the pedagogy of repair. 
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Furthermore, the community 
garden plays a crucial role as a 
space for cultivating refuge within 
the city. In Nove de Julho itself, 
the role of the community garden 
could be highlighted and its history 
of creation. could be archived 
to further develop a sense of 
belonging throughout the space 
of the ocupação. Like the displays 
of photos in the hallway entrance, 
akin to a museum, archiving 
these histories both shares the 
knowledge and the stories of the 
movement. 
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Figure 20. Archiving the history of the making of 
the garden for display and knowledge sharing 
on composting process could further cultivate 

a sense of belonging to all of the spaces of 
Ocupação Nove de Julho. 


READY Te USE 


poetics of reparative belonging 


Create refuge through 
radical interdependence 


Collective activities that are open 
to the public, such as Sunday 
parties, | community kitchens, 
and workshops contribute to 
a narrative of refuge, where 
all are welcome. Additionally, 
these activities are explicitly 
developed around principles of 
interdependence and mutirao. The 
creation of community kitchens 
both fundraise and engage the 
community which connects to the 
greater network by sharing meals 
with other unhoused community 
members. Expanding the garden 
space in Nove de Julho could be 
a way of continuing ecological 
refuge in the city centre, for 
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humans, plants, critters, and 
insects. This could take the form 
of being physically in proximity 
to Nove de Julho, or proximate 
in spirit through a rooftop garden 
in Residencial Cambridge that 
honours and continues its legacy. 
Given Solidarity Kitchen's central 
location, they could consider using 
their space for more public events 
to create more visibilization for 
the movement. Further, the 
success story of the transition of 
Hotel Cambridge to Residencial 
Cambridge could be commemorate 
as an exhibit either on the exterior 
of, or within the reception space of 
Residencial Cambridge. 
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Figure 21. Expanding the garden space in ocupações could be a way of continuing ecological refuge in the 
city centre, such as through a rooftop garden in Residencial Cambridge for the residents to cultivate, while 


continuing the legacy of common spaces for interaction and collective activities. 
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Figure 22. Given Solidarity Kitchen's central location, they could consider using their space for more 


public events to create more visibilization for the movement. 
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Policy and practice gaps 


While ocupacóes in Sao Paulo 
depend on collective life in the 
stage of occupying, this collectivity 
does not sustain in legality of 
ownership for social housing and 
property rights. There is a strong 
and valuable scope of pushing 
for changes in the structures of 
tenure security and land rights 
in the context of Sao Paulo, 
where structures of collectively 
held property rights are notably 
absent. Collective property rights 
could take multiple forms through 
collective ownership; collective 
leasehold; individual rentals 
under community land trusts or 
cooperatives. There are many 
examples from different contexts 
of successfully executed projects 
as well as legal frameworks that 
allow for these modes of collective 
property rights, a few of these are 
illustrated in Figure 19. 
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Figure 23. Examples from different contexts of successfully executed projects for collective property rights 
as a pathway of consideration for São Paulo's housing movements. 
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Knowledge production, 


inward facing 


Inward facing knowledge transfer, 
within movements - should 
consider tacit codes and acquired 
information by various movement 
members and leadership through 
the life of the movement, to carry 
forward these learnings and equip 
more and more members with 
it Modes of doing so may be 
inspired from movements in other 
geographies. 


“Nove de Julho is like a 
hub, everybody is a part of 
the community. Everybody 

from different occupations 
can access Nove de Julho, 
it's not that just Nove de 
Julho has special privilege" 


- Leticia, manager of Sao Francisco 
ocupação, MSTC 


Image 29: Catarina and Rafael, two coordinators of MTSC, during a visit to Nove de Julho. 
— 


design strategies 


Figure 24. Inward facing knowledge transfers within movements. Through their experiences with dealing 
diverse issues on an everyday basis, different members at different organisational levels of the movement 
have accumulated rich information, much of which at the moment remains limited to respective individuals. 
Spending time on systematically documentating, structuring and collating this knowledge would prove deeply 
beneficial to the movement and perhaps culminate to paving new trajectories of leaders, coordinators and 
other members of the movement in the kind of roles they could absorb and evolve to. 
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Knowledge production, 
outward facing 


Figure 25. Outward-facing connections to 
imagine a network for knowledge sharing. Some 
potential trade unions, housing movements, 
academic, and research organisations are listed. 


Outward facing knowledge 
production may be undertaken 
with research partners, but also 
by partnerships with movements 
like MTST which already have a 
research wing. It would also be 
useful to undertake the complex, 
but necessary work of building 
solidarity across international 
housing struggles, expanding 
them not only to other cities as 
MSTC has done, but also with 
international housing struggles. 
This would create networks of 
relationalities that can learn from 


each other. 
© 19 
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“What we really need to study is how the 
world gets put back together. I'm not talking 
about the election of new officials or the 
release of new technologies, but rather the 
everyday work of maintenance, caretaking, 
and repair." 


Shannon Mattern 
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concluding remarks 


possible first steps of an endless journey 


The motivation for this research 
originates in a desire to imagine 
alternative paths for how humans 
live with each other and the Earth. 
Acknowledging the entangled root 
of social and ecological injustices 
(Haraway, 2016; Ferdinand, 
2021), this research catalogues 
how ocupações of Sao Paulo 
have something to offer to that 
discourse. As a place that creates 
refuge for the margins, ocupacóes 
demonstrate the role of belonging 
in crafting those alternative paths, 
in their layered political, social, 
and ecological elements. In the 
spirit of staying with the trouble, 
we propose questions for the 
housing movements and future 
BUDD cohorts that can hopefully 
illuminate more pathways of 
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alternative world-making, ever- 
expanding the pluriverse. 


On the nature of belonging and 
sustaining collectivity: 


Does this goal to achieve 
individual private property 
rights for some individuals 
undermine belonging and 
collectivity in the long term? 


Are there alternative ways 
of demanding the right to 
housing that enable continued 
collectivity? 


Do new systems that value 
political participation as 
currency risk replicating the 
structural inequalities that are 
rampant in current systems of 
exchange in the world? And are 


there any steps movements can 
take to prevent the replication 
of these inequalities? 


On the burden on the margins to 
challenge and change the world: 


Where and why do the 
ocupaçöesfailto fundamentally 
challenge the neoliberal 
capitalist logics of ownership 
that they criticize? 


How much of the burden of 
challenging and/or changing 
neoliberal capitalist structures 
should and can the margins 
take? 


How much of the burden and 
labour of changing the world 
falls on the margins, and why 
are they expected to bear it? 


concluding remarks 


Does subscribing to an 
ideology of a movement mean 
completely doing away with 
the aspirations that are birthed 
and fulfilled in traditional 
neoliberal structures? 


On the future trajectories of the 
movements: 


What is the 5- year plan of the 
movement? 10-year plan? 


What is the imagined structure 
ofthe movementasitcontinues 
to grow? 


Are there new roles that will 
come up? 


How will the hierarchicial and 
management structure of the 
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movement evolve? Will it? 
Does it need to? 


On the future of solidarity and 
furthering belonging: 


What could be pathways and 
plans for joint action with 
other movements besides 
housing? 


How are solidarities with other 
partners going to be cultivated, 
fostered and sustained in the 
future? 


While mainstream discourses 
rely on imagery of innovation and 
novelty for addressing the various 
planetary crises, Mattern (2018) 
reminds us that the answers may 
be entangled in the familiar, more 
difficult, subtler, and humbler 
collective actions that we already 
know. We end with a quote from 
Carmen, that speaks to the labour 
of staying with the trouble despite 
the absence of glamour around it. 
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“As a human I am 
exhausted. But as a 
citizen I am proud of the 
space I'm in’. 


-Carmen Silva, leader of MSTC, 


concluding remarks 


Image 32: Public stairs.in the city centre. A man walks through them, in what could be seen as a journey that 
barely begins. 
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